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PRESENTATION 

 

Our history, so characterised today by violence which we could almost 
describe as generalised, and which expresses itself in different situations of 
daily life, calls us as educators and as religious who are promoters of 
“Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation” (JPIC) to collaborate in building 
a new world: a world in which peace is the normal environment and in 
which the younger generations are helped to grow and indeed to assume 
nonviolence as a lifestyle of “politics for peace”.   

The theme of this Booklet invites us to deepen the relationship between 
PEACE and NONVIOLENCE in order to induce us to become ever more 
clearly and profoundly aware of another relationship that exists between 
Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation and the Nonviolence, analysing some 
of the main problems of the world today. 

Our goal is precisely to show the causes of phenomena of violence, 
which afflict, in one way or another, every part of the world. Only if we 
ask ourselves why all this is happening, can we feel we are involved in 
the search for ways which are suited to contribute to vanquish the 
causes acting in the local with a world perspective. 

Amid present day profound global transformations, it is necessary to 
identify some analytical categories of reflection so as to avoid 
simplification and generalizations, and also to identify correlations 
between phenomena which are complex and diverse. 
 

World politics seem to be characterised by forms of widespread conflict 
even if there is perhaps the possibility of radically changing the narrative 
about international relationships and imagining that world politics could 
be articulated in a new way in terms of “pan-human” politics. These 
could be understood as reconciliation of the planet, as a rebuilding of the 
social fabric which is torn, as a practical consciousness of a community 
founded on respect and listening, on attention to needs, on justice, on 
human dignity and on sharing. 
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Along these lines, the first theme we would like to deal with in the Youth 
Ministry Series, following No. 10 on Justice, Peace and the Integrity of 
Creation, is about “Geopolitics”, especially in its relationship with Justice, 
Peace, Integrity of Creation. 

Geopolitics is the science, which studies and looks at the political 
situation of a country, seeing it alongside its geography to which it is 
connected. On the international level, it is the most relevant starting 
point, particularly to understand the circumstances from which armed 
conflicts in the different parts of the world come. Many of these are 
happening today and carry out their work of destroying “our common 
home”, preventing populations from living in peace.  

The inequality which exists between the small number of the very rich 
who hold the greatest part of the riches of the world and the great 
masses of the poor and impoverished, who find themselves on the edges 
of survival, is rooted in social injustice caused by economic structures 
created by neo-liberalism: which the Church in its teaching has defined 
as “sinful structures”.1 

Summarising, we wish to increase awareness of the fact that injustice 
generates poverty, inequality, hunger, migration, exclusion. All these 
precarious situations are generally the breeding ground for every type of 
violence and they not only destroy peace and harmony, but they also 
destabilise the earth’s ecosystems. 

 

 
 
                       

In order that we are not just spectators of what is happening in our world 
let us ask ourselves about THE CAUSES of these situations  

which afflict people and entire populations in all parts of the planet  
and let us commit ourselves to make our contribution to removing them. 

 

                                                             
1 Cf. JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Sollecitudo Rei Socialis, n. 26-39.  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

When the term Geopolitics is used, it refers to a concept which was 
already present in the language at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, but which only in more recent times has become a lens  through 
which we observe and explain world happenings as they occur. 
In world literature and on the Internet there are various definitions of 
geopolitics and many contributions on this theme. We are well aware 
that this discourse is only an approach to a reality, which is much 
broader and more complex; however, we intend these reflections as a 
proposal to promote further reflection. 
Among the studies we consulted is a very interesting one by a political 
expert - Luis Dallanegra Pedraza, entitled in Spanish Teoría y metodología de 
la geopolítica. Hacia una geopolítica de la “construcción de poder” (“The 
Theory and Methodology of Geopolitics. Towards Geopolitics of 
“Construction of Power”.2 The introduction to this study offers us basic 
elements for entering into a subject, which is so relevant and of such 
fundamental importance. Geopolitics is a dynamic and interdisciplinary field 
of study, which needs to support itself on theoretical knowledge of the 
political sciences, on international relationships, on geography, and on 
other sciences such as economy and history. 
International relationships are inherent in the concept of power, of 
responsibility, of the configuration of systems. Geography identifies itself 
with the idea of “life space”, economy is related to the notion of riches 
and resources, history with the concept of dynamic evolution. 
Like what happens with the disciplines just named, geopolitics also 
presents a double operative aspect: on one side, it is based on 
theoretical and methodological data, on the other on empirical data 
inherent in the study of the single case.  The first aspect provides the 
instruments necessary to understand the complex web of international 
relations. Forming a theory involves the ability to observe reality as it 
                                                             
2 UNIVERSIDAD  NACIONAL DE ROSARIO (UNR), Riobamba 250, Rosario, Santa Fe, Argentina. 
http://www.scielo.org.mx/pdf/rmcps/v52n210/v52n210a2.pdf . 

 

http://www.scielo.org.mx/pdf/rmcps/v52n210/v52n210a2.pdf
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evolves, and to identify the most significant variables, aiming to single 
out the “engine” which determines the entire configuration. 
It is impossible to reach knowledge of the evolution of geopolitics with 
all its potential, especially regarding the various continents, if one does 
not face the theoretical and methodological aspects of the sciences, 
which contribute. The theory is the result of a process of actual 
abstraction of the most significant variables of a reality which supplies 
adequate explanations and which responds to a determined perspective.  
The perspective from which we look at reality, is called cosmovision: an 
idea, a concept about how the world must be organised. From this basic 
concept, all the rest follows, all the other ideas, because it inspires all the 
theories and models of development. 
Cosmovision allows us to see the universal design of reality in its essence 
and is applied to all fields: politics, economy, religion, morals, philosophy. In 
none of these cases will reality behave according to our aspirations or our 
interests, if we do not keep account of how it functions. 
Reality is not amorphous, it is permeated by intelligence and by its very 
own life, it follows specific laws, which concern it: the laws of nature. 
When we speak about international politics, and especially about 
geopolitics, we must take account of all the other elements connected 
with it: control, influence, independence, sovereignty, interdependence, 
territorial integrity, political and social stability, development, prestige, 
security and indeed others. Seeing things from the “perspective of the 
margins”, we should also include research on the why of power, with its 
connected ideas of “resistance – building up power – autonomy”, apart 
from the demands of justice.3 
In this no. 13 of the Youth Ministry Series we have chosen to refer to 
some among the many authors who have involved themselves in 
understanding emerging phenomena from the perspective of geopolitics, 
and naturally, we have left further space for other contributions which 
can in future enrich these notes. 
                                                             
3 Cf. DALLANEGRA PEDRAZA Luis, Teoría y metodología de la geopolítica. Hacia una 
geopolítica de la “construcción de poder”, p. 16; cf. also:  RUBÉN CUÉLLAR LAUREANO, 
Geopolitica. Origen del concepto y su evolución: 
http://www.revistas.unam.mx/index.php/rri/article/view/48963/. 
 

http://www.revistas.unam.mx/index.php/rri/article/view/48963/


  
 Youth Ministry Series – n. 13/2018 

 
 

 
9 

 

 

 
 

A SOCIETY RULED BY MONEY4 

«“One cause of this situation (an economy of exclusion) 
is found in our relationship with money, since we calmly accept its dominion 

over ourselves and our societies […].  
 

The worship of the ancient golden calf (cf. Ex 32:1-35) has returned 
in a new and ruthless guise in the idolatry of money 

and the dictatorship of an impersonal economy lacking a truly human purpose. 
 

The worldwide crisis affecting finance  
and the economy lays bare their imbalances 

and, above all, their lack of real concern for human beings; 
man is reduced to one of his needs alone: consumption.” 

 
 

                                                             
4 POPE Francis, Apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, n. 55. 
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 “IT IS MONEY THAT MATTERS!”5 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                                             
5 Cf http://www.perlaretorica.it/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Truman-Discorso-
quattro-punti.pdf 

 

Harry Truman, 33rd President of the United States of America 
from 1945 to 1953, in a discourse to the US Congress (20 
January 1949), defined as “underdeveloped” the majority of 
the world’s nations using as a reference point the nucleus of 
economic doctrine and current thought of the Chicago School 
of Economics. This doctrine considered that the economic forces 
of supply, demand, inflation and unemployment are analogous 
to natural forces: they are fixed and unchangeable. Capitalism 
was considered as “a golden combination of movements” or “a 
heavenly timepiece”.  The initial premise was that the free 
market was a perfect scientific system, in which individuals, 
according to their own interests, could create maximun 
benefits for all. 

The missione della Chicago School of Economics mission of the 
Chicago School of Economics was to “purify”, to release the 
market of all the interruptions (caused by the State) so that the 
free market could act “freely”. 

 Milton Friedman was the greatest exponent of this School of 
thought and his politics became the aggressive expression of 
multinational capitalism so as to impose structures which would 
dismantle national barriers. 

While the US Government tried to expand the power of its 
companies going beyond and flattening national boundaries, the 
Chicago School of Economics endeavoured to spread its way of 
thinking in other contexts of the American continent. 
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“THE SHOCK DOCTRINE”6 – The Canadian writer and political activist 
Naomi Klein The Rise of  Disaster Capitalism”, calls the methodology used 
by neo-liberalism to carry out its strategies “Shock Doctrine”. Her theory 
tries to explain as a strength the fact that furtive actions and crises are 
used to engage in economic neoliberal politics such as privatisation, 
deregulation, and cuts to social services. 
 
 

This  method consists in taking advantage 
of every misfortune suffered by society (an 
attack, hyperinflation, a coup d’etat or a 
climate disaster), in such a way that 
neoliberal politics can apply solutions 
which, instead of being preoccupied with 
the “welfare” of people, consider in a 
particular way  the profits of huge 
multinational companies.  
 

Serious events which confound the 
population of a country or a region and 
cause confusion are used by those who 
support the corporations to apply extreme measures, in a way that, 
when the citizens manage to pick themselves up after the trauma, it is 
already late and difficult to turn difficult decisions around. 
 

   No to the new idolatry of money  

Many thinkers, though coming from different geo-political contexts and 
diverse cultures, affirm that in the name of freedom we have allowed 
the whole world to develop a process of globalisation of the markets and 
therefore a society ruled by money, without other values except the 
price of things. There are no other rules except egoism and greed, so we 
have a society prone to disloyalty and destruction, which seems not to 
give any space to ethics and attitudes, which make a lot of sense. 

                                                             
6 Cf KLEIN Naomi, No Logo. Shock economy. L’ascesa del capitalismo dei disastri, Best 
Bur, Segrate Milano, 2007, 62-65. Cf also the thinking and praxis of Nobel Prices 
economists as Amartya Sen, Stiglitz, Angus Deaton, as well as:  
http://www.elforjista.com/ladoctrinadeshock.htm . 

http://www.elforjista.com/ladoctrinadeshock.htm
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We have not allowed that parallel to this, a process of globalisation of 
rights by the State happens, capable of guaranteeing security and 
freedom for each and all.  

It seems that there is nothing to urge us to understand that another’s 
happiness is in our interest. In a society like ours, which has become a 
world economy, everything or almost everything is for sale or can be 
bought. In a deluge of technology, which offers a planetary spectacle of 
more or less futile innovations, everything is related to everything else 
and all is mixed up: people, things, civics, the past, the present, the 
future. Many thinkers demonstrate that these ideas are imposed on 
peoples and nations in the various continents, usually through violence. 

The freedom proclaimed by capitalism is a freedom where a growing 
number of people, especially women and young people, either lose their 
job or can’t find one or can’t create one, and many rights won through 
long and bloody battles in the past, seem to be lost.7 
 

          No to an economy of exclusion8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
7 Cf ATTALI Jacques, Finalmente dopodomani!: Breve storia dei prossimi vent'anni (Italian 
Edition) (posizioni nel Kindle 152-166). Ponte alle Grazie. Edizione del Kindle. 
8  EG, 53-54. 

   

  From the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium:  
 

   n. 53. «Just as the commandment “Thou shalt not kill” sets a clear 
limit in order to safeguard the value of human life, today we also 
have to say “thou shalt not” to an economy of exclusion and 
inequality.   

 

Such an economy kills. How can it be that it is not a news item when 
an elderly homeless person dies of exposure, but it is news when 
the stock market loses two points?  
 

This is a case of exclusion. Can we continue to stand by when food is 
thrown away while people are starving? This is a case of inequality. 
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Today everything comes under the laws of competition and the 
survival of the fittest, where the powerful feed upon the 
powerless. As a consequence, masses of people find themselves 
excluded and marginalized: without work, without possibilities, 
without any means of escape. 

Human beings are themselves considered consumer goods to be 
used and then discarded. We have created a “throw away” culture 
which is now spreading. It is no longer simply about exploitation 
and oppression, but something new. Exclusion ultimately has to 
do with what it means to be a part of the society in which we live; 
those excluded are no longer society’s underside or its fringes or 
its disenfranchised – they are no longer even a part of it. The 
excluded are not the “exploited” but the outcast, the “leftovers”. 
 
 

54. In this context, some people continue to defend trickle-down 
theories which assume that economic growth, encouraged by a 
free market, will inevitably succeed in bringing about greater 
justice and inclusiveness in the world. This opinion, which has 
never been confirmed by the facts, expresses a crude and naïve 
trust in the goodness of those wielding economic power and in 
the ‘sacralised’ workings of the prevailing economic system. 
 

 Meanwhile, the excluded are still waiting. To sustain a lifestyle 
which excludes others, or to sustain enthusiasm for that selfish 
ideal, a globalization of indifference has developed. Almost 
without being aware of it, we end up being incapable of feeling 
compassion at the outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s 
pain, and feeling a need to help them, as though all this were 
someone else’s responsibility and not our own.  
 

The culture of prosperity deadens us; we are thrilled if the market 
offers us something new to purchase. In the meantime all those 
lives stunted for lack of opportunity seem a mere spectacle; they 
fail to move us. 
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AN ECONOMY FOR THE 99% 
 The time has come for us to build an economy which is human and for 
the advantage of all, not just for the few who are privileged. From recent 
guesses9 it seems that eight people by themselves possess the same 
riches as half the poorest of humanity. Growth is to the advantage of 
the richest while the rest of society suffers, especially the poor. 
 

 It is the very nature of our economies and the principles at the base of our 
economic systems which have brought us to this extreme situation which is 
both unsustainable and unjust. Our economy must cease to excessively 
remunerate the richest and begin to work for the good of all.  
Governments which are responsible and for the long-term, initiatives 
which act in the interest of the workers and those who produce, 
valuing the environment, the rights of women and a solid system of 
equitable fiscal imposition are fundamental elements of this more 
human economy. 
The former President of the United States Barack Obama, in his final 
discourse on December 31st, dared to state: “A world in which 1% of 
humanity controls the same amount of wealth as the remaining 99% will 
never be stable”. 
The global crisis of inequality still proceeds apace: the richest 1% of 
humanity possesses more net wealth than the rest of the planet. Today 
eight people possess as much as the poorest half of humanity has. 
In the next twenty years, 500 people will pass on to their heirs 2,100 
billion dollars: it is a sum higher than the GDP (Gross Domestic Product) 
of India, a country with a population of 1.3 billion people.   
 

 

 

 

 
                                                             
9 Cf. OXFAM INTERNATIONAL, An economy for the 99%. Briefing Paper, January 2017. 
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THE CAUSES OF INEQUALITY 
On the occasion of the recent World Economic Forum in Davos, 
Switzerland (23 – 26 January 2018) the limits of the present economic 
system were strongly denounced. It allows a narrow elite only to 
accumulate enormous fortunes while hundreds of millions of persons 
fight for their survival with “starvation wages”, and the world’s civil 
society has asked governments to take on concrete commitments 
against inequality. The following are some of the more problematic 
economic situations experienced at global level: 

 Outsourcing processes along global production chains 
 

 Big enterprises favour those at the top  
In their eagerness to produce high profits for those at the top, the big 
enterprises pressurise ever more the workers and producers and they 
have recourse to fiscal elusion, in that way avoiding paying taxes that 
would benefit everyone and especially the poorest. 
 

 Workers and producers under pressure:  
a) there is a mad race in almost every nation, to reduce the cost of 

labour,  which leads to wage erosion: while the profits of the 
senior directors, often paid in actions, are increased in a 
vertiginous way, the workers and producers’ pay register minimal 
increases  and in some cases they are lessened;  

b) the culpable negligence towards the rights of workers and the 
drastic limitation of their bargaining power in the global market. 
 

 Tax abuses       
One of the tools used by companies to maximize profits is to pay as little 
tax as possible, and they can do so thanks to tax havens or forcing a 
downward competition between countries for the granting of tax 
concessions and exemptions or lower rates. 

 A hypertrophic stock capitalism  
In many regions of the world, the activity of large companies aim at one 
single objective:  maximising shareholder compensation. This means not 
only maximising short-term profits, but also paying an ever-increasing 
share of such profits towards the owners of the companies themselves. 



  
 Youth Ministry Series – n. 13/2018 

 
 

 
16 

 

 Crony capitalism 
There is a strong influence exerted by private interests, able to 
condition policies. Companies operating in various sectors (financial, 
mining, textile, pharmaceutical, etc.) use their enormous power and 
influence to ensure that national and international regulations and 
policies are formulated in such a way as to guarantee them constant 
profitability and earnings.  
The consumerism of huge proportions in society is “paid for” by the 
impoverished majority. The people who make the clothes we wear, who 
assemble the cell phones we use, who grow the food for our tables, are 
often exploited to ensure constant production of a great volume of 
merchandise at low prices and in that way increase the profits of the 
multinationals and investors. The story of one mother living in a big city 
of the world is paradigmatic: each day she sews hundreds of shoes, 
which she cannot buy for her son, a son whom she probably sees once a 
month or less often. 

FALSE MYTHS OF AN ECONOMY FOR THE 1%10 
False myth n. 1: the market is always right and the role of governments 
has to always be reduced to the minimum.  
In reality, the market has not shown itself to be the best way to organise 
and attribute value to our common existence or to be the face of our 
common future. Privatisation of public services such as health, education 
or the water sector has proved to be a factor of exclusion for the poor, 
especially for women.   
  

False myth n. 2: big enterprises must at all costs maximise their profits 
and distribute the dividends to shareholders.  Profit maximization gives 
a disproportionate impetus to the income/earnings of those who are 
already rich and exerts unnecessary pressure on workers, farmers, 
consumers, suppliers, communities and the environment. 
False myth n. 3: great individual wealth is positive and is symptomatic 
of success, inequality is not important. On the contrary, affirming a new 
“golden age” with excessive concentration of riches in the hands of a 

                                                             
10 Cf. OXFAM INTERNATIONAL, An economy for the 1%. Briefing Paper, January 2016. 
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few, the majority of whom are male, is counterproductive in economic 
terms. It is politically corrosive and prejudices collective progress. 

False myth n. 4: the growth of GDP (Gross Domestic Product) must be 
the principal objective as we define economic politics. However, as 
Robert Kennedy said in 1968, “the GDP measures everything, except 
what makes life worthy of being lived”. GDP does not take into 
consideration the enormous amount of unpaid work engaged in by 
women all over the world; it does not take account of inequality. 

False myth n. 5: our economic model is not sexist.  In reality, cuts to the 
public services, job insecurity and the violation of workers’ rights effect 
women more. The female presence in the most precarious and worse 
paid jobs is disproportionately higher than the male one; it is women 
who do most of the unpaid care work. 
 

How do we contrast inequality and impoverishment?  
At the recent Economic World Forum in Davos (Switzerland), held in 
January 2018, some concrete economic proposals emerged:11 
 Incentivise business models which adopt policies of greater pay 

equity and support decent wage levels. 
 

 Introduce a ceiling to the top-manager salaries so that the pay 
gap does not exceed the 20:1 ratio and eliminate the gender gap.  
        

 Protect workers’ rights, especially the most vulnerable 
categories: domestic workers, migrants and the informal sector, 
in particular by guaranteeing them the right to union association. 
 

 Ensure that the rich and the multinationals pay the right amount 
of taxes, through greater tax progress and solid measures to 
combat tax evasion and avoidance. 
 

 Increase public spending on services such as health, education 
and social security in favour of the more vulnerable sections of 
the population. 
 

 
                                                             
11 Cf. OXFAM INTERNATIONAL, Reward work, not wealth. Briefing Paper, January 2018. 
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WHAT IS THE PARADIGM? 
PARAG KHANNA, Parag Khanna, a writer and expert in International 
Relations, Geo-strategies and Global Trends, has written a lot based on 
his observation of the epochal changes which characterise the world.  
Migrations, mega-cities, communications and climate change are 
remodelling the geography of the planet:  States are no longer defined 
by their boundaries, but by the flow of people and the financial, 
commercial and energy connections, which cross them every day. In this 
scenario, the conflict between powers assumes new forms becoming a 
frantic race to the bottom: armies are used both to defend their 
territories as well as to guard their resources and infrastructure.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the book “Connectography. Maps of a future order of the world”, Parag 
Khanna describes and analyses in a clear and detailed way, and as an 
optimist, the future which awaits us: a world in which the lines connecting 
us are many more than the ones which separate us. He writes: “For those 
who fear that the world may be ever more closed, Connectography offers a 
new and more optimistic prospect”. The following are a few of his principal 
reasons given:  

 We are moving into a time which could be defined as “Postmodern 
Middle-age”: growing Asian empires (like China), western military forces 

http://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/commenti-e-idee/2011-03-05/parag-khanna-benvenuti-nuovo-183239.shtml
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(like those of USA), the Emirates in the Middle east (like Qatar), “magnetic” 
city-states which attract creative talents and investments (like Singapore); 
rich multinationals (for example Microsoft) and “benefactors of the planet” 
(Bill Gates), powerful families, radical religious movements (like Al- Qaeda), 
ethno-linguistic groups (as the Pashtun), noticeable streams of peoples in 
every continent, powerful means of communication (for example CNN), 
universities and mercenaries. All of them interact in ways which cannot be 
foreseen and which are dangerous and so can produce global crises which 
are most destructive. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Connectivity has substituted division as the new paradigm for global 
organisation. The real map of the world should represent not only the 
States, but also metropolis and highways, railways and gas pipelines, 
Internet hubs and other symbols of our nascent civilisation of global 
networks. This is the new scenario for diplomacy in which technology and 
money – no longer the national sovereignty of the 18th century- will 
determine where power lies, says Parag.12   
 

Revolution of global connectivity  
 

Decentralisation – Aggregation 
 

Decentralisation is the most powerful political energy in our time. 
Everywhere empires are broken up and national capitals are being moved 
towards the provinces and the cities which seek autonomy in their financial 
and diplomatic affairs. However, decentralisation has an important 
counterpart: aggregation. 

                                                             
12 Cf. Interview to Parag Khanna, by F. Romeo and A. Cossu in “Vita”, 17.11.2017. 
 

http://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwiY-LXohInYAhVJJewKHfS0AjoQjRwIBw&url=http://momomarrero.com/2017/10/31/conectografia/&psig=AOvVaw3edKtZC4Q097L5JFIYJ1ro&ust=1513324827176609
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The more political units grow smaller, the more they need to be part of big 
confederations to share resources and to survive. 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North America is becoming a unified supercontinent, while Europe, more 
fragmented has to face a considerable number of separatist movements. 
This tendency towards aggregation is taking shape from West Africa to 
South-East Asia, with new federations and regional dynamics developing 
through infrastructure and common institutions. 
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Supply chains and special economic zones 
The nature of geopolitical competition evolves from wars to conquering a 
territory through a play of forces between global supply chains, both 
horizontally and vertically. 
Horizontally  with the aim of conquering key-roles in energy and in industrial 
production.  Vertically to fully exploit the added value of finance flows, 
technology, knowledge and talents. This dispute represents the 
transition from a state of war between systems (capitalism against 
communism) to a state of war within each common system of supply 
chains. 
If war is a recurring threat, this dispute is a perpetual reality where it seems 
the winners are economic strategies.  Thousands of new cities and Special 
Economic Zones (SEZ or Free Economic Zones – FEZ, or Free Economic 
Territories – FETs or Free Zones FZ) have been built all over the world to 
allow companies to enter this global scenario. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connectivity is one of the principal driving forces of the great transition 
towards a more complex global economic system 

The more integrated economies, the populations with greater mobility and 
cyber control, are based on a physical reality and climate change is 
introducing huge changes in our way of life. The most important relations of 
cause and effect among phenomena often are almost impossible to 
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decipher. However, even if connectivity makes the world more complex and 
less predictable, it also offers essential pathways which allow us to reach a 
“collective resilience”. We live in a time when the “death of globalisation” and 
the advent of the “hyper-globalisation” era are simultaneously announced. 

Geography maps, physical and political, have always been important, but 
today these maps, which do not represent the infrastructure, risk 
becoming ever more irrelevant. The best maps are those which, as well 
as the physical geography, represent the connections created by people. 
Global infrastructure is changing the face of our global system: from 
division to connection, and from the nation to the entire world.  

 

EAST AND WEST: THE SILK ROADS OF EURASIA 

 
Over 9.000 km of the “Silk Road” originally served to unite the Italian city 
of Rome and the Chinese city of Xian, crossing among others, countries 
like Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and China. An 
adventure, which despite dangers, has left us an important 
archaeological and historical heritage.       
 

At present the European Union and 14 other States of Eastern Europe, 
the Caucasus and the central Asian region, are trying to revitalise this 
ancient way to help and speed up communication and the transport of 
goods, thanks to the project “Transport Corridor Europe Caucasus Asia - 
TRACECA”, whose purpose is to strengthen economic relations, trade 
and business in those regions.  
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Connectivity infrastructures such as roads and railways, oil pipelines, gas 
pipelines, electricity networks, fibre optics and Internet are very 
important for promoting mobility, trade, business, exchange of capital, 
of data and information and for the development of cross-border 
investments and play a crucial role in the current geopolitical scenario: they 
transform economies, increase relations between countries and also offer 
the opportunity to create employment. In this context, China seems ready 
to play a key role by investing in this initiative that seems to be the "Silk 
Road" of the third millennium. 
 
TRAFFICKING OF PEOPLE 
In a reconstruction that makes use of exclusive interviews with negotiators, 
members of the secret services, experts in combating terrorism and piracy, 
former hostages and many others, some journalists have tackled the 
complex world of the merchants of men. It is a sophisticated business that 
every day brings thousands of refugees to the Mediterranean coasts and 
other regions of the world.   

 
The trafficking of cocaine along the trans-Saharan routes has opened the 
way to another "commodity": men and women, young and old, fleeing war, 
injustice, persecution, dramatic climate change, impoverishment. A trade 
that costs thousands of lives and that is worth billions. 
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FINALLY AFTER TOMORROW! 
In all contexts there is a big number of political scientists, university 
professors, writers and economists  reflecting and proposing alternatives 
to deal with the situation just described. They ask themselves if the 
financial crisis which began in 2008 will end with the return of Wall 
Street’s omnipotence?  Can the “financial disorders” be dealt with? Will 
the heart of the world economy remain in the USA? Will climate 
degradation be neutralised? Will the new technologies permit other 
forms of dictatorship? 

A French economist and writer, 
Jacques Attali, in his book “A Short 
History of the Future” and basing it 
on an analysis of the present global 
geopolitical situation, lays out what 
he considers the five “waves of the 
future”, the first of which refers to 
the present decade (2015 – 2025). 
 

Demographic disorders, terrorism, 
climate change, exhausting of 
resources, the emergence of new 
powers and the decline of the 
western lifestyle: these are the 
phenomena which are analysed in 
the first four “waves” from the fall of the American empire (first wave), 
until the formation of a polycentric world (second wave), over which will 
dominate a “hyper-empire” (third wave) affected by a “hyper-conflict” 
(fourth wave), with unimaginable consequences.  
 

It seems that humanity will move towards its own annihilation (and in 
this description we see a certain reference to what Pope Francis says 
when he speaks of “the third world war fought piece by piece” or when 
he presents the reality of the deterioration of the quality of life, social 
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degradation, inequality on the planet in his encyclical Laudato Si’), but 
this is not the conclusion recalled by Attali.13 He states:  

“One day or other this crisis will finish, like all the others, leaving behind 
it innumerable victims and a few winners. But each of us could also exit 
in a much better state than when we entered. Given that we understand 
the logic of the journey, we could use the new information accumulated 
in various sectors, to rely only on ourselves, to take ourselves seriously, 
to become agents of our own destiny and adopt brave strategies for 
personal survival. My aim is not so much to explain a political 
programme to resolve this crisis and all the others which follow. Neither 
is it to offer vague moralising generalisations when misfortune happens.  
Instead, it wishes to suggest precise and concrete strategies which allow 
each one to search for a spiral in the case of misfortune and to know how 
to navigate through the obstacles which present themselves, without 
depending on others, in order to survive or to live better. Because, if it is 
true that there are many clouds on the horizon, there is no shortage of 
means to create a more serene world, and not allow the anger and the 
rage to transform themselves into planetary violence, to flee from 
climate threats, from terrorism, from technological degeneration. The 
condition is that the best way for us to succeed, to fulfil our potential is 
to help others to become themselves, to choose life, to substitute 
irrational and suicidal egoism with a clear altruism. Then we can say:  

"Finally, after tomorrow!" 

 
                                                             
13 ATTALI Jacques,  A Short History of the Future,     https://www.ibs.it/sopravvivere-alla-
crisi-sette-lezioni-libro-jacques-attali/e/9788864111049 

https://www.ibs.it/sopravvivere-alla-crisi-sette-lezioni-libro-jacques-attali/e/9788864111049
https://www.ibs.it/sopravvivere-alla-crisi-sette-lezioni-libro-jacques-attali/e/9788864111049
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Some aspects of present reality  
 

Jacques Attali analyses some interesting aspects as they appear today on 
the world panorama, presented in a summary way below. 
 

 Average lifespan and economic growth 
Considered from the quantitative view point, from last century up to 
today, the average age of humans has not ceased to grow at an 
accelerated pace during the past thirty years. The Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) for each inhabitant of the world (measures the annual 
monetary income of every inhabitant on the planet with equal power for 
buying) was tripled between 1990 and 2015. It rose from 5,400 to 15,400 
international dollars (PPP), growing much more significantly in Asia than 
in other continents. 
Life expectancy for men and women went from 46.9 years in 1975 to 
71.4 in 2015.  Poverty was reduced  3.5 times between 1985 and  2015.  
Because of globalisation, and therefore competition, technical progress 
and growth in productivity, the cost of some products has been greatly 
reduced. Production was moved to places where handwork cost less. In 
general, wealth is concentrated in the hands of those who control 
innovation on a big scale. Then on the other hand, technical progress 
only widens the difference between the effective hourly production of a 
worker and his wages: today in the 19 most industrialised countries, the 
gap is double what it was twenty years ago. 
Organised by the agencies of the United Nations, by the International 
Red Cross, by States and Non-Governmental Organisations, humanitarian 
and altruistic action in the world is taking on a far bigger dimension. One 
aspect of the world radically opposed to greed and individualism is 
beginning to have some influence on reality, even if there are critical 
studies that see various weaknesses in humanitarian action, one being a 
vicious circle of dependence of peoples and nations.  
 

 Access  to the web 
In 2016, 7,000 million people (equal to 95% of the world’s population) 
had access to a mobile phone network (6,200 million people to a high 
speed network); 3.8 billion have a cell phone, while 2 billion are users of 
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a social network from available mobile phones. According to the World 
Bank, in 2016 49.2% of the population was using the internet while in 
1996 it was only 1.3%. 
The use of connected objects and receivers allows to gather in real time 
a large amount of biological, meteorological, chemical data, improving 
agricultural production. Using digital technology, the healthcare sector 
always overcomes the barrier of physical distance, proposing more 
integrated assistance plans and automating and digitising the exchange 
of information and medical records. 
More than 1.2 million industrial robots currently operate worldwide in 
the field of work. The "cobot", that is the robots directed by people in an 
assembly line, alleviate the most repetitive and oppressive part of the 
work, and the mechanical exoskeletons lighten the weight of the 
materials brought by the workers, etc.           

 Education 
Education also changes with the new technologies. In 2016 there were 
almost 4200 MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) active, open in over 
600 universities all over the world. In 2015 there were 35 million 
students who had followed MOOC. In the more developed countries, the 
middle classes have fallen behind, and extreme poverty persists and 
increases; educational systems are functioning badly almost everywhere 
in the world. The teacher’s authority is questioned and the greater part 
of the students leave school without the formation necessary to face 
today’s world. In France, almost 150,000 young people leave the school 
system each year without knowing how to read or write correctly. 
In the countries where development seems slower, 57 million children 
have not access to instruction  yet; more than half of them live in sub-
Saharan Africa.  
 

 Human Mobility      

Our planet is being crossed by ever greater movements of persons and 
ideas. According to the World Organisation of Tourism, in 2015, 1.2 billion 
international tourists travelled, while in 1995 the number was 541 million. 
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Immigrants also participate in this awareness, they carry with them 
part of the variety of the world. According to the World Bank, in 2015, 
almost 250 million people were living in a country different from the 
one in which they were born; to this number we must add at least 20 
million refugees. 

Migrants do not constitute just an element of the world’s unity, but 
often its tragedy. About 86% of   refugees are often welcomed into the 
border countries: Turkey, Pakistan, Lebanon, Iran, Ethiopia, Jordan, 
Kenya, Chad, Uganda among the principal ones. In 2015, the number of 
refugees in western countries reached 1.6 million people. 

At the end of 2015 the number of minors forced to abandon their homes 
because of conflicts was almost 50 million: 31 million of them actually 
live now in a foreign country and 11 million of these asked for asylum or 
are refugees; another 17 million have had to migrate within their own 
country of origin to flee from violence and conflicts. 

 Awareness of the Planet 

Numerous elements indicate that this awareness of the unity of the world 
is reinforcing international law: 127 countries of the world have legislated 
against violence against women, when in 1990 almost none of them had 
it. Between 2013 and 2015, 65 countries, especially from Africa and Asia, 
have put in place many reforms aimed at promoting gender equality. 

 World Population        

From the beginning of the XXI century one notices a phenomenon - the 
general ageing of the world population, resulting from the smaller 
number of children per family and the lengthening of life duration. 
Ageing is not good news as it makes it more difficult to maintain growth 
and to feed the economy. 
As a counterbalance to this tendency, the population of the world’s most 
advanced populations has more than doubled in less than 30 years, 
reaching 954 million people in 2015. The Sahel area in particular (Mali, 
Niger, Chad, Central African Republic and Burkina Faso) is the only region 
of the world which has maintained a fertility rate of 6 to 7 children per 
woman, and at the same time a lowering of child mortality rate. 
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 Health    
Over 80% of people living in urban areas are exposed to air pollution that 
does not meet the WHO (World Health Organisation) thresholds. 
According to a UN report, 33% of world's land would be moderately or 
severely degraded due to erosion, salinization, compacting, acidification 
and chemical pollution of soils. Some OECD countries (that belong to the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) have found 
that more than 60% of their water sources - between surface sources and 
groundwater - were polluted by pesticides. 
Increasingly numerous studies also provide evidence of the destructive 
effects of chemicals on human health. Glyphosates, for example - total 
non-selective herbicides such as Monsanto's Roundup®, could cause 
endocrine disorders and interference with the hormonal system in 
mammals, and therefore congenital malformations and cancerous tumours. 
 

 Climate Change    
The world's average temperature has increased by 0.85 degrees 
between 1880 and 2012 and the increase has speeded up since 1976 on, 
reaching a rate of +0.19 degrees each decade. The period between 1983 
and 2012 was the warmest in the last 1400 years. In the XXI century the 
highest number of hottest years ever in history have been recorded.14 

The deterioration of the climate, which has now become a fact, has 
contributed to increasing sensitivity towards ecological problems. Over 
half of the countries with high levels of wealth and more than one third 
of the most disadvantaged or intermediate countries have succeeded  in 
reducing the pollution they produce, by over 5% in five years. 

  

                                                             
14  Cf ATTALI Jacques, o.c., 569-589.  
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FRAGILITY OF THE GLOBAL FINANCIAL SYSTEM 
 

 Global public debt continues  to grow uncontrollably. 
 Property right is weakening. 
 Press freedom is becoming weaker.    
 Democracy is reducing.       
 Nations are increasingly under the control of multinationals. 
 Protectionism and populism are widespread. 
 The United States are becoming increasingly weaker.  
 China cannot replace the United States. 
 Europe is politically powerless.   
 International Institutions such as the United Nations UN are ever more 

irrelevant.   
 There is a deterioration of the social and family order. 
 Sectarian and fundamentalist groups are emerging.   
 The power of non-state, sectarian and criminal forces, is growing. There 

is geo-strategic destabilisation in the world, and a return to violence.    
 
Humanity seems incapable of finding a unanimous shared 
explanation to this economic, social and political contemporary 
disorder. On the other hand, if we wish to better prepare ourselves 
for the future, it is essential to reflect on the causes of the present 
situation.15 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
15 Cf Ivi, 1052-1054. 
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DISCERN THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES 

Let us take as a point of reference the words of Pope Francis, who has 
analysed the world geopolitical reality by constantly discerning the signs 
of the times, in the light of the Gospel.  

 

 «The nature of the crisis is global because it has in itself a 
hermeneutics, a way of understanding reality [...] The crisis 
questions us about the pathway we are following and what is 
opening up before us.»   

               Jorge Mario BERGOGLIO, Nel cuore dell’uomo. Utopia e impegno, Milano, 
Bompiani, 2013 

 
 

«We are convinced that we do not have to wait for any saviour, 
for a magical proposal that will help us exit this moment or that 
will contribute to  bringing us to our “true destiny”. There is no 
true destiny, there is no magic. What exists is a people with a 
story full of questions and doubts, with institutions that stand up 
barely, with values poised, with the minimum tools needed to go 
on for a short while. These questions are too complex to be 
entrusted to a charismatic person or to a technician. Themes that 
only through a collective creative action can lead to a more 
favorable goal.» 

 Jorge Mario BERGOGLIO, Scegliere la vita. Proposte per tempi difficili,  
Milano, Bompiani, 2013. 
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 «There exists a bipolar tension between fullness and limits. So it 
makes sense to ask ourselves: on what type of anthropology 
should educational activity and the evangelising proclamation be 
based? This will lead us to attempt a correct interpretation in 
evaluating this epoch.» 

 «A conciliating syncretism is the most hidden form of modern 
totalitarianism: it conciliates without taking account of the values 
which transcend it.» 

 «Relativism, the result of uncertainty contaminated by 
mediocrity, or actually the tendency to discredit values or much 
less to propose an immanent moralism which postpones the 
transcendent element, substituting it with false promises or 
circumscribed aims.» 

 «This tendency to make politics uniform, geared towards a “new 
order” by internationalising capital and means of communication, 
leaves us with a bitter taste in our mouth, the taste of disinterest 
for concrete socio-politic commitments, for real participation in 
local cultural values. We cannot reduce ourselves to becoming a 
number in the statistics, sounding opinions or researching the 
market, or a stimulus for advertising.» 

Jorge Mario BERGOGLIO, Disciplina e passione: Le sfide di oggi per chi deve educare, 
Milano, Bompiani, 2013. 

http://www.google.it/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiz-6fI0oLYAhVRJewKHZRnBdsQjRwIBw&url=http://caraterramia.blogspot.com/2015/06/lettera-enciclica-laudato-si-del-santo.html&psig=AOvVaw0X9cjJD-Oj-xtBPgyeTvRz&ust=1513105217163514
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 «Today more than ever the road is holiness. To be true witnesses 

of what we believe in and what we love and to live it in a fraternal 
way. Trying to be the mirror not of our opaqueness but of the 
word of the Other. This is real symbolic awareness: a desire 
united to His, which we cannot explain, but where we have 
allowed ourselves to be found by Him and we have loved him. 
And the symbol – as we know - creates culture.» 
 
«In the silence of studying, in the humility of sharing and helping 
each other we find the solution for the mediocrity which leads to 
corruption and disinterest, both of which provoke much 
uncertainty in our young people and lead towards evasion and 
superficiality.» 
 

Jorge Mario BERGOGLIO, Disciplina e passione: La sfide di oggi per chi deve educare, 
Milano, Bompiani, 2013. 

«To create together a better community, within the limits and 
possibilities of history, is an act of hope. Not of certainty, nor of 
promises: neither destiny nor chance. Beliefs and virtue are 
necessary.» 
 

Jorge Mario BERGOGLIO, Scegliere la vita. Proposte per tempi difficili, Milano,  
Bompiani, 2013. 

«The sense of utopia. In the first place, utopias are the fruit of the 
imagination, they are the projection on to the future of a mass of 
desires and aspirations. 

Utopia draws its energy from two elements: on the one side, the 
discord, dissatisfaction and bad feeling caused by present-day 
society; on the other the unchanging conviction that another 
world is possible. 

From here comes the urge towards action. Far from being a mere 
illusory consolation, an imaginary alienation, utopia is the format 
taken by hope in a determined concrete historical situation.» 
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 «In a society where lies, subterfuge and hypocrisy have made us 
lose that basic trust which allows us to create social ties, what 
novelty is more revolutionary than the truth?  

 To sincerely speak, to say the truth, to express our principles, our 
values, our opinions. If we really oblige ourselves, to avoid 
whatever type of lie, we will be more responsible and more 
charitable. 

 Lies obscure everything. Instead, the truth openly reveals what is 
in the heart. 

 The first proposal: always tell the truth, beginning from our 
position. I assure you that the change will be visible: something 
new will be born in our community. 

 A second suggestion: let us have the courage to completely keep 
in play the Christian value of solidarity.   

 Let us never agree with the individualistic and competitive mentality, 
which is so rooted in our culture that we finish by allowing it to take 
over our schools [communities, oratories-youth centres, parishes, 
neighbourhoods, society]. 

 Let us find the strength to teach and indeed to demand 
generosity, benevolence, the primacy of the common good. 
Equality and respect for all: foreigners, the poor and needy. 

 Let us fight in our schools [communities, oratories-youth centres, 
parishes, neighbourhoods, society] every form of discrimination and 
prejudice. Let us learn and teach how to give even with the scarce 
resources of our institutions and families. 

 ... and this must be evident in every decision, word and project. In 
this way, we will be giving a very clear signal (even polemical, 
conflicting, if necessary) about the different kind of society we 
wish to create. 

Jorge Mario BERGOGLIO, Scegliere la vita. Proposte per tempi difficili, Milano,  
Bompiani, 2013. 
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«Watch out for false prophets. 
They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 

By their fruit you will recognize them.  
Do people pick grapes from thorn-bushes, or figs from thistles?» (Matthew 7:15-16.) 

 

A  DEFICIT OF ETHICS 
 

Let us listen to Card. Maradiaga, Salesian Bishop of Honduras16. He is an 
attentive observer of socio-political situations:  «Present economic 
problems cannot be resolved simply by considering GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product) or the financial deficit or some other macroeconomic indicator. 
We have clearly seen that the greatest deficit is the ethical one. Ethics are 
closely connected with the person; so he/she cannot be excluded neither 
from globalisation nor from geopolitics. 
The new World Order cannot be constructed on the margins of ethics, 
reducing itself to mere economic order. In the evolution of the cosmos, 
the appearance of humans coincided with the beginning of morality. The 
birth of the human being goes hand in hand with morality. In other 
words, it is values and ethical norms which will guarantee that the life of 
man/woman is really human.  The ultimate goal of all ethics is to render 
visible and operative the humanity of the person. When society is lacking 
in respect for life, justice, freedom, equality in the development of the 
person, life becomes dehumanised. Ethical requirements expressed 
concretely as human rights and moral values, render possible for the 
person to fulfil its proper dignity. 
It is commonly said that humanisation is a process which allows the 
human being to be a person. Thus means that becoming more a person 
as a process is the same as advancing in morality. This is not an 
individualistic vision of the human being, because becoming a person 
means developing  one as a free and responsible subject, it means 
expressing one’s being through inter-subjective actions so they are just 
and benevolent, and consolidate social life together in the search for the 
common good. It is in the person that this singularity resides as well as 
otherness and sociability. 
                                                             
16 RODRIGUEZ MARADIAGA Oscar, Aproximación geopolítica a la justicia en un mundo 
globalizado: http://www.pass.va/content/dam/scienzesociali/pdf/acta18/acta18-
rodriguezmaradiaga.pdf 

http://www.pass.va/content/dam/scienzesociali/pdf/acta18/acta18-rodriguezmaradiaga.pdf
http://www.pass.va/content/dam/scienzesociali/pdf/acta18/acta18-rodriguezmaradiaga.pdf
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All of this applies not just to the single person, but to all. Neither is it 
sufficient to care for one aspect of the person, but the unity of all 
aspects must be considered. Pope Paul VI defined authentic human 
development as the promotion of all people and of the whole person.17 
Besides, for Catholic moral theology it is also necessary to derive the 
concept of person from Christian anthropology, the first source of our 
reflection about ethics. Theological reflection on the person is widespread, 
it is a category applied in the first place to the Holy Trinity to explain the 
relationships existing between Father, Son and Holy Spirit.18  Humans can 
learn from God how to be persons. In faith, we recognise that the human 
person has been created by God in his image and likeness, and that he has 
been loved and redeemed by Jesus Christ and called to participate in the 
communion of saints. 
These are the reasons for which the human being posses an intrinsic 
dignity, inherent in his very being, which must be highlighted and 
respected and must not be violated for any reason, neither of the 
individual or the others.19  
We must conclude that morality has to guarantee to the human person 
his intrinsic being, whether he is acting as a subject or an object of the 
actions of others. In other words, the complex reason for ethics is the 
recognition, the promotion, the highlighting of the human person’s 
dignity. This is a gospel conclusion. [...] “The different commandments of 
the Decalogue are nothing else than a splitting up of the one 
commandment regarding the good of the person, at the level of the 
multiple gifts which denote his identity as a spiritual and corporal being, 
in relation to God, to neighbour and to the world of things”.20 
 

We must decide. 

ON WHICH SIDE AM I ?…          
                                                             
17 POPE PAUL VI, Populorum Progressio, 1967, n. 14.  
18 Cf. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL OF JUSTICE AND PEACE, Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, Libreria Editrice Vaticana 2004, 34-48. 
19 Cf. VAN MARREWIJK A. Leonardo, Moral fundamental. Para dar frutos en la caridad, Ed. 
UCSH, Santiago 2006, 23-37. 
20 POPE JOHN PAUL II, Veritatis Splendor, 1993, n. 13. 



  
 Youth Ministry Series – n. 13/2018 

 
 

 
37 

 

 
 
 

 

1. What variables do I consider most important when considering  
global geopolitics ?  

2.  Around what aspects am I forced to question myself?  

3. What are the causes of inequality in our world? Mention some of 
them. 

4. Reflect on how present day geopolitics create “sinful structures” 
which are outside the plan of God for the world and its inhabitants. 

5. What connections can I show between the values of the paradigm 
“Justice, Peace, Integrity of Creation” and the geopolitics which are 
dominating our history?        

6. Which elements of the signs of the times mentioned by Pope Francis 
do I consider most important for a positive change in our world?   

7. Write a short message you would like to send to educators and the 
educating community, to invite them to assume education to JPIC as 
a fundamental dimension of the Educational Project in their 
institution. 

 

 

 
SOME QUESTIONS … 
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https://www.amazon.it/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Jacques+Attali&search-alias=stripbooks
https://www.ibs.it/libri/autori/Naomi%20Klein
https://www.ibs.it/libri/autori/Tim%20Marshall
https://www.ibs.it/libri/autori/Loretta%20Napoleoni
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«Set your hearts on his kingdom first, 
and on God's saving justice, 

and all these other things will be given you as well» 
 

                                                                                          Matthew 6: 33 
 

https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
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