
Did you know that … 

 Sr. Maria was a pioneer of collaboration with the laity? All her works were run with their 
responsible collaboration and in communion with the Sisters of her community. Being very 
creative, she responded to the needs of the people and in 1963 in Costa Rica, she founded the 
Maria Ausiliatrice Social Works (Obras sociales de Maria Auxiliadora). These include a dispensary, 
a medical clinic, an educational centre for girls at risk, with a boarding facility, and a dressmaking 
workshop. Many groups founded by her operate within this Work, for example: the tea women, 
entire families who, every May 24, collaborate from morning till evening in organising meals that, 
on this day, are sold at an affordable price, in order to support the house during the year; the group 
of doctors and assistants at the Dispensary; Sr. Maria’s choir (her pupils who sang in a choir); the 
teachers of the school and the young people who are socially at risk and are at home there.  
 

 Sr. Maria considered one of her initiatives: ASAYNE (Asociación Ayuda a Necesitados)1 as a 
precious pearl for the Blessed Virgin? This work was founded on April 18, 1972 at San José (Costa 
Rica), inspired by Pope Paul VI’s encyclical, Populorum progressio. The Association, which is formed 
of lay people, has juridical autonomy and supports itself while working for the poorest families, 
giving them the possibility of having a dignified house to live in.  At present there are 205 houses 
and the places where they are grouped together are called citadels: S. Teresita and San Gabriel de 
Aserrí, Lomas de San Miguel de Desamparados (cf http://www.asayne.org/) 
 

 There exists a macro-project called: PROMAM (Proyecto Mujeres ayudando a Mujeres)2 in which 
there is a training centre for young women who need to work and give of their best? There is also a 
house for young mothers who for various reasons escape from the physical violence of their 
husbands or are immigrants who do not know where to live. There is also a place called “Guardian 
Angels” ("Ángeles Custodios") that works all day for the children of these women and of others 
who need to work. The work is complex but very good; it has everything that Sr. Maria wanted to 
arrive at, on both the material and the spiritual level. During the year, there are three important 
occasions for the children: the Christmas novena, the feast of the Holy Innocents and Don Bosco. 
The children of the suburbs attend these days: for Christmas, those from 4 to 10 years, for Don 
Bosco, adolescents from 11 to 14 years and for the Holy Innocents, children up to 3 years.  

 

 There exists the “agua de la Virgen” which has a very unusual history? 

 Sr. Maria Romero was beatified exactly 25 years after her death? She passed to the 
Father’s House on July 7, 1977 and was inscribed in the book of the Blessed on April 14, 
2002. 
 

 In 2002, on the occasion of the Beatification of Sr. M. Romero the postal service of Costa 
Rica issued a stamp with her image, to the value of 110 colones?  Cf. 
http://www.filateliareligiosa.it/database-pdf/finish/7-don-bosco-opera-salesiana-nel-
mondo/357-filatelia-dalle-missioni-salesiane.html 

 

 At Granada (Nicaragua), the birth place of Sr. Maria, there is the “Associazione di Sor 
Maria Romero” which aims to continue her work by taking care of poor children and 
families? Cf. http://www.asociacionsormariaromero.org/en/bienvenida/ You can contact it 
at: http://www.asociacionsormariaromero.org/en/contacto/ 

                                                           
1
ASAYNE is part of the Social Works created by Sr. Maria 

2
 PROMAM is part of the Social Works and was established after her Beatification 
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 You can sing Sr. Maria Romero’s Magnificat? Look it up on this website: 
http://www.elledici.org/section/liturgia/strumenti/celebrazioni-e-attivita-per-i-tempi-
liturgici/via-matris 
 

 Since 1998, at Managua, Nicaragua there is a school called, “Centro Educativo Sor Maria 
Romero”? 
Cf. http://www.cesmarnicaragua.com/ 
 

 In the FMA Institute, there are 13 communities that have Sr. Maria Romero as their 
patron? The first 5 were opened in the year of her beatification. The most recent was 
founded in 2010 at Bao Loc Loc Tan (Vietnam) – A complete list is given in the APPENDIX at 
the end of these facts) 
 

 In Italy (Roman Province) in 2002 the House of Rest “Blessed Sr. Maria Romero” was 
opened for the elderly and sick FMA? At present it is the only house in Italy dedicated to 
her, after the closing of the house of Albarè in 2013 (Province of Triveneta)  
Cf. http://www.fmairo.net/lazio/roma/suor-maria-romero.html?showall=&start=1 
 

 Since February 2008 there exists a blog dedicated to the Casa de María Auxiliadora (= Casa 
de la Virgen) that gives information on the development and growth of the work of Sr. M. 
Romero? Cf. http://cvirgen.blogspot.it/ 

 

  January 31, 2009 marked the golden jubilee of the Social Work, started by Sr. Maria 
Romero? Cf. http://www.sormariaromero.org/boletines/bolet_01.htm 

 

 Don Bosco (in his reliquary) visited the birth place of Sr. Maria Romero? This took place on 
July 24, 2010 http://www.missionidonbosco.tv/relics/relics_nicaragua/ 

 

 In 2013, during the Marian Congress, organised by the Pontifical Faculty of Educational 
Sciences, “Auxilium” in Rome, Sr. Maria Romero was presented as a witness of “filial love 
for Mary”, together with two other  FMA: the Venerable Mother Laura Meozzi and Sr. 
Nancy Pereira? Cf. http://seminariomariano2013.blogspot.it/2013/07/testimoni-di-filialita-
mariana-suor.html 

 

 In 2013 at San José (Costa Rica) the il Centro Histórico Teológico sobre la Beata María 
Romero was opened. It started to publish the quarterly magazine, “Misericordia”, inspired 
by the words of Pope Francis: “Mercy changes the world; it makes the world less cold and 
more just.  The face of God is the face of mercy, which is always patient”. The first issue 
contains 62 pages and is entitled: “Beata María Romero, contexto y obra”  
 

 On August 1, 2017 (the same day!) the centenary of the arrival of the FMA San José and 
110th anniversary of the first Salesian work in Costa Rica will be celebrated? Cf. 
http://www.filateliareligiosa.it/database-pdf/finish/7-don-bosco-opera-salesiana-nel-
mondo/246-i-salesiani-a-costa-rica.html 
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             APPENDIX 

FMA Communities dedicated to Blessed Sr. Maria Romero Meneses 

 Foundation House Country Province 

1. 2002 Rome Cinecittà Italy IRO 

2. 2002 Ostrów Wielkopolski Poland PLA 

3. 2002 Morelia Mexico MME 

4. 2002 Pyin oo Lwin  Myanmar CMY 

5. 2002 Ghutiapara India  INC 

6. 2003 Cochabama Bolivia Bol 

7. 2004 Košice Slovakia SLK 

8. 2004 Incheon Korea KOR 

9. 2005 Salzburg Austria AUG 

10. 2006 Tesistán Mexico MMO 

11. 2008 Maliana Kailaku Timor l’Este TIN 

12. 2008 Estelí Nicaragua CAR 

13. 2010 Bao Loc Loc Tan Vietnam VTN 

 

 


